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11 September 2020 
  
 
Dear Mr. Mountain,   
 
THE COMMON FISHERIES POLICY (AMENDMENT ETC.) (EU EXIT) REGULATIONS 2020 
 
I am writing in relation to the protocol on obtaining the approval of the Scottish Parliament to the 

exercise of powers by UK Ministers under the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 in relation to 

proposals within the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament.  

 

From IP completion day on 31 December 2020, the vast majority of the EU Regulations currently 

forming the Common Fisheries Policy will form part of retained EU law. During the implementation 

period we have continued to work with Defra on their secondary legislation programme to correct 

deficiencies in those EU Regulations to ensure that this important body of law is operable come IP 

completion day. This cooperation continues despite well aired disagreements in approach between 

Scottish Ministers and the UK Government. 

 

To that end I attach a notification which sets out the details of the Common Fisheries Policy 

(Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (the “Regulations”) which the UK Government 

proposes to make.  

 

These Regulations amend five EU Regulations: 

a) Demersal discard plans – regulation (EU) 2019/2238 and 2019/2239. These Regulations 
set out exemptions from the landing obligation (also known as the ‘discard plan’, as set 
out in the Common Fisheries Policy Regulation (1380/2013)), as recommended by the 
North-Western Waters (NWW) or North Sea (NS) Regional Groups, in order to facilitate 
full implementation of the landing obligation from 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2021. 

b) 2020 TAC and quota regulation - Regulation (EU) 2020/123. This Regulation sets fishing 
opportunities (the total allowable catch (TAC) and each Member State’s allocated quota 
for certain fish stocks) in Union waters and certain non-Union waters. 
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c) 2020-21 data collection multiannual programme – (EU) 2019/909 and (EU) 2019/910. 
These Regulations set out detailed requirements for the collection, management and use 
of fisheries data, in particular scientific data relating to fish stocks. 

The Regulations also contain amendments to update seven previous EU exit statutory instruments:  

a) The Common Fisheries Policy (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019  

b) The Fisheries (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 

c) The European Structural and Investment Funds Common Provisions (Amendment) (EU 
Exit) Regulations 2019 

d) The Agriculture (Legislative Functions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 

e) The Common Fisheries Policy and Aquaculture (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 
2019 

f) The Common Fisheries Policy (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2) Regulations 2019 

g) The Common Fisheries Policy and Animals (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 
 

The amendments to these earlier SIs are necessary to reflect amendments made at EU level to the 

EU Regulations that they amend and to reflect the Withdrawal Agreement. The Regulations also 

correct minor errors (such as typographical errors).  

I am satisfied that the Regulations covered by this notification will be effective in addressing the 

deficiencies that will arise after the UK leaves the EU.  Furthermore I can assure the Committee that 

there is no substantial change in policy, that current principles in relation to environmental and 

animal welfare protection are upheld, and that the devolution settlement is respected. 

 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

FERGUS EWING MSP 
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